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A.  President of Land Thuringis, Weolimar. . 8 Cctobar 1546,

To: Soviet MIlitary Aduinistration, Welimar.

- Reference: Interprisey Teken vver by tae Soviss AG's on Accounﬁ of
: Fermev Repsrztions.

Your ordew couneerning the transfer of Thuringlan plants to the US3R
on accouns of Geyxwan veseratlons is the besis of forms, the termine
ology of which is mot clear. In exavinlng the legal form in which
thess plante are veling tranaferred to the Soviot AG's, the follow=-
ing zust be censidered: .

The cider sgilpuliszies that the Lransfur of the oslants concerned takes
piace on Lthe basls of an appralissl whleh 1s undertaken in accoydance
with Instructic glver tec tho general managers zonserned by the
SMAD. Since 1a this sltuation a frow agresmeny. 0 che object, and
especlally « free esbabilalment of ths purchase price on the part

of both gontractual partners, Ls lacklng, the existence of & gsles
contract muct ve denied. A sules contrast presuppesss Lhat both
contrectual pzpyirers haeve srrived at an agreement on the hasis of
free negotistion: sbout oirject and price, in the sourse of whien

the chises vas bransferrsd sgelnss psyuent of She sum which was
agresC upwn. The fact that noither tze Land Administration of .
Thuringls nor its reprosentatives charged with the plant transfers
are smpowersd o zell such asseta furtier militates agalnst the
agsumptlon of the exiutsnce of o saies contract,

-Ag a congequsnce,, ths proccss of trauaferring these plents into the
possession ¢f ths Ruscian AG!'s must-be logally interpreted to the

& affect that these plants are being exprovpriaterd by the USSR on

. account of repuratlons by Germany. In the ecourse of this trans-
actlion, the plants are being evaluated in accordancs with
Instruetions stipvlated in advencs by the SMA.
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This i{s to reguest the SMA to confirm that 1t 1s in agreement with
thls legal interpretation. '

8lgued: wr. Paul

President of Land Thrringla, Welmar, 12 Gctober 1946,

To: Soviet Milltary Adminlstration, Weimar.

Further to my letter of 8 October 1946 concernirg the transfer of
plants on account of Cerman reparations to the Soviet AG!'s, I should
like to bring the following to the knowledges of SMA. I have made
the contents of my letter of 8 October 194¢ the svubject of a dls-
cussion betwsen all members of the Land Administrations of Thuringla
The legal position taken in the letter of & Octcber 1946 was approve
without reservation by all members of the Land Acministration. The
members of the Land Administration believe that in their present
position they 'have no legal power to give legslly binding declaratio
concerning property of the Laend Thurlngla, and especislly to dispose
of such property. Since the Land Administration does not consider
itself entitled to make the above-rentioned legal declarations, 1t
lg, of course, not in a position to delegats similar powers to other
persons who have been charged by the Land with the transfer of the
plants concerned.

Reports have been received from persons entrusted with the transfer
that here and there they have been put under pressure by general
managers for the purpcse of forcing them tc sign documents which
they do not consider themselves empowered to sign. '

This 1s to request the SMA to dilrect the general mansgers through
the Central Office of Russlan AG's in Berlin-Weissensee to sbgtain
from sll pressure and the use of force against thoss entrusted with
the transfer, unyil thls whole complex of Questions can be clarified.

Signed: ILr. Paunl

(Copy of the translation from the Russian into the German. }

Administration of the SMA of 14 October 1946,
Land Thurlngisa, Weimar, :

To: Preslident of Land Thuringla,
Prof. Dr. Paul :

With reference to your letters of 8, 9,and 12 October 1946, concern-
ing the transfer of several snterprises to the Soviet AG's for
account of reparations to the Soviet Unicn, I should like to explain
the following:

On the baslas of the order by the Suprems Chlef of the SMA in Germany,
Marshal of the Soviet Unicn Sokolovski, of 8 March 1946, several
enterprises 1n Thuringls ( a list of thesse enterprises is in your
nosssgsion) are belng singled out for trans’ er into the ownership of
the USSR on account of reparations,

I have signed an order for each of the enterpriges to be trangferred
to bs handed over by Germany to the USSR. Its formulation is to be

understood as a transfer of the oenterprise named in the order to the
property of the USSR; i.e., the writing over of the property by
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Gexmany into the property of the Soviet Unloa. Therelore you must
formulate the powers glven to your reprssentatlives concerning the
transier of enterprisss into the propexiy of the TU3SR in such a
manner that the wording in the German lanmags - will leave no doubts
with anyona that thess factorles are not mevely helng tranaferred
into the possession of the Soviet AG, but that they will become the
lepal propsxrty of the Soviet Union. (... dass die Formulierung in
deutscher Sprache bel niemandem Zwelfsl erweckt darfiber, dags dlese
#abriken nicht einfach in den Basitz der 3owjet AG Ubergsben werden,
sondern dass das Elgentum (srecht) dieser I'abriken eertragen
{liberschriebsn) wird in das Elgentum der Scwjet-Union.)

The'legal bases for this are the regsolutlion of the Conbtrol Councll
snd th2 above-wmentioned order of Marshal Sokolovghi,

Instructions concerning the formelitles of the transfer, as well as
the form and tables for the appralsal of ths values of the factories
and thelr equipment and plants, were conflrmed by the Control Council.
and mist be carefully sxecuted. 43 you haie been told ln conver-
aation, Marghal Sokolovgkl demands a speedy sxecution of formalitles
in the transfer of the enterprises. Therefors yvou must undertake sal.
necassary niegsures so thet I can report cn the completion of this
work to Marshal 3Sokolovskl on 16 December 1046 4

Signed: Garde-Gen. Major Kolesnltchenko
Chief of the Soviet MLI1l. Admin.,
Lond Thuringis.

# The Germen translation givss 16 October 1945 na date of eompletién.
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